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PRESS RELEASE
Ho Chi Minh City, June 17th, 2024

Wiking Salon and Galerie BAQ cordially invite you to explore a duo exhibition by Ton That
Minh Nhat and Tuyen Nguyen - "Ky Thac Hw Khéng - Entrusting to Emptiness". The
exhibition showcases over 25 new artworks by both artists exploring the medium of lacquer and
silk.

Venue: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyén Thi Minh Khai, Ward 6, District 3, Ho Chi Minh City
Exhibition Dates: June 30, 2024 - July 21, 2024

Opening Reception: June 29, 2024, from 18:00 to 21:00

Opening Hours: 09:00 - 18:00

Artists: Ton That Minh Nhat, Tuyen Nguyen

The exhibition is open to the public with pre-registration to ensure a curated viewing experience

for visitors.
Preface:

The duo exhibition Entrusting to Emptiness by artists Tén That Minh Nhat and Tuyén
Nguyén features more than twenty-five works on lacquer and silk, which reveal the the traces

of movement, memory, and heritage existing in the artists’ creative practice

The exhibition space at Wiking Salon is divided into two contrasting segments, one side which
allows Tuyén Nguyén to construct a labyrinth from his memories, while the other enables Tén

Thét Minh Nhat to open doors that draw viewers into moments of profound silence.

Building upon the idea from the 2023 solo exhibition Huyén Twong at Huyén Art House, Tuyén
Nguyén continues his attempt to to trace his dreams, but this time leaving behind his
characteristic large canvases for smaller silk frames. Adapting to the changes in his studio
space over the past year, this presents both a challenge and a deliberate choice for the artist.
The In fluctuance series transports personal reflections and narratives into another dimension,
where the artist uncovers a path behind the translucent screen, with layered colours that evoke

a movement through space and time. The figures are halfway between emerging and fading,
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coexisting amongst dreams and past memories. Energy is forged, compressed and burst onto
the canvas like long-held dreams that have swelled in the mind, now flowing out to fill every
empty space. These double-sided paintings are hung alternately, resembling slices of memory

that form into a labyrinth of illusions.

In contrast to Tuyén Nguyén's layered maze of colour, Tén That Minh Nhat's series of lacquer
paintings hang quietly on the walls, as windows into the artist’ state of mind, harmonising with
the cyclical rhythms of rain and sun, night and day. Following the success of his 2024 solo
exhibition Time, Illluminated at Galerie BAQ, Paris, the artist continues to draw references from
the architectural language of temples, communal houses, and royal structures in Hué, where he
resides. Stripping away the intricate details typically seen on traditional lacquer surfaces, the
artist emphasises the depth that each layer of black lacquer possesses, creating the illusion that
the viewer is gazing at a small pond. For Tén That Minh Nhat, the practice of lacquer painting is
both a meditative ritual as well as a way to capture the movements of his surrounding
environment. Each piece is titled in the allegorical style of traditional Chinese ink wash painting

shui-mo (7K ), where images of nature are subtly used as metaphors for human emotions.

Entrusting to Emptiness is a journey with countless entry points but no definite end. The two
practices, placed side by side, are like the two halves of yin and yang, contrasting yet
completing each other. Viewers immerse themselves in the necessary voids to contemplate the
endless cycle of existence, where humans are but finite beings. In this emptiness, another

beginning will emerge...

About the artist:

Tén That Minh Nhat (b. 1982 in Hué, Vietnam) graduated in 2007 from the University of Fine
Arts Hué. Over the past 15 years Minh Nhat has transformed the practice of lacquer into a
personal ritual in which he expounds memories and engraves the country’s heritage, particularly
through the ancient architectural features of Hué, where he lives. After 15 years of practising
and researching lacquer’s potentiality as a medium, Minh Nhat remains captivated by the
flexibility and suppleness that it offers. He continues his journey to explore further possibilities of
this material, establishing himself among the most unique contemporary lacquer artists in

Vietnam.
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Some recent exhibitions by Tén That Minh Nhat include: “Time, llluminated”, Galerie BAQ,
Paris, France (2024), “Hanoi Grapevine Selection”, Hanoi & Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2023);
Dboéng Chi, MoT+++, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2023); “Dreaming of a Foreign Land”, Mo
Artspace, Hanoi, Vietham (2022); “Né Cai Bum”, Hue, Vietnam (2020); “Pray”, Indochine
Palace, Hue, Vietnam (2016); “Tron Tron”, Hue Fine Art Museum, Hue, Vietnam (2015); “Quay”,
Then Collective, Hue, Vietnam (2014); “Chuc mirng nam méi”, New Space Arts Foundation,
Hue, Vietham (2013).

Tuyén Nguyén (b. 1990 in Thai Nguyen, Vietnam) graduated from Ho Chi Minh City Fine Art
University in 2018. For him, art is first and foremost a personal liberation.With this ethos, the
artist responds to the daily events occurring both inside and outside of himself. His work is a
distillation of personal identity, Through the themes of environmentalism and urbanisation, he
encapsulates the dream of miniscule, constrained, and powerless humans navigating
themselves through the whirl of modern society. Working primarily with oil paint, charcoal, and

lacquer, Tuyén’s practice is heavily influenced by the abstract expressionist movement.

Some recent exhibitions by Tuyén Nguyén include: "Huyén Twong", Huyén Art House, Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam (2023); "Phé Hiéu Ky" Nguyen Art Foundation, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
(2022); "N6 Cai Bum" Da Lat, Vietnam (2022); "LOVE is not to be disappointed with..." MoT+++,
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham (2022); "Manimal", Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
(2020); "Solo Sans Solo", A. Farm, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2019); "Mudn loai binh déng", A.
Farm, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2018); "Young Art Biennale", Ho Chi Minh City Museum of
Fine Arts, Vietnam (2017).

About the organisers

Co-Organiser

Wiking Salon: Our exclusive venue invites connection between those who share similar
interests, tastes, and passions, allowing them to curate and cultivate their emotions with

mesmerising artworks and experiences.

Co-Organiser
Galerie BAQ opened in 2023, under the direction of Lé Thién-Bao and Quinnie SG Tan.

Situated in the heart of Paris, Galerie BAQ champions and amplifies contemporary art from the
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world’s emerging centers of creativity, working directly and in collaboration with artists who have
ties to Southeast Asia and their diasporic communities everywhere. In addition to artists whose
work creates dialogue with Southeast Asia, Galerie BAQ is curious about forms of cultural
production and creative expression that engage with complex histories and identities, reimagine

traditions, and challenge dominant ideologies.

THONG CAO BAO CHi
Tp.HCM, ngay 17 thang 06 nam 2024

Wiking Salon va Galerie BAQ than m&i cac khan gia cung kham pha trién Iam d6i ctia nghé si

Ton That Minh Nhat va Tuyén Nguyén - “Ky Thac Hw Khéng - Entrusting to Emptiness”.

Dia diém: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyé&n Thi Minh Khai, Phwéng 6, Quan 3, Tp. H6 Chi Minh

Ngay trién 1am: 30.06.2024 - 21.07.2024

Khai mac: 29.06.2024, tir 18:00 dén 21:00

Thei gian tham quan: 09:00 - 18:00

Nghé si trién 1am: Ton That Minh Nhat, Tuyén Nguyén

Trién 1dm mé& clra mién phi véi link dang ky trwédc theo khung gid nham muc dich dam bao trai

nghiém thwdng Iam cho nguwdi xem.
L&i twa

Trién 1am d6i Ky Thac Hw Khéng cua hai nghé si Tén That Minh Nhat va Tuyén Nguyén, voi
hon 25 tac phdm tranh vé trén chét liéu twdng nhw truyén théng nhw son mai va lua, dan dat
ngwdi xem va nhivng manh phu van trong cdng cudc tao tac clia ngudi nghé si. O’ dé, nguoi chi

ton tai qua vét tich clia chuyén dong, trong ky trc va di san.

Khoéng gian trién Iam Wiking Salon dwoc chia lam hai mang dbi 1ap, mot bén dé Tuyén Nguyén
xay dwng mé 16 ky trc, bén kia d& Tén That Minh Nhat mé ra nhitng canh ctra hit nguwdi xem

vao khoang lang thinh.
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Phat trién tiép y twdng tir trién 1am ca nhan Huyén Tuong (2023) tai Huyén Art House, tiép tuc
dudi bat nhirng gidc mo, nhwng Tuyén Nguyén 14n nay quyét dinh roi b nhivng tAm canvas khd
I&n va nép minh vao nhirng khung lua khiém cung. Bay la mét thir thach, cling la Iwa chon cua
nghé si dé thich nghi v&i sw thay ddi vé khong gian xwéng trong ndm vira qua. Series Chénh
Vénh gri nhirng ghi chép vé ca nhan va cudc sébng dén moét chiéu khéng gian khac. Anh tim
thdy con dwdng mé& ra sau tdm man xuyén thau. Cac vét mau I&p chéng I6p tai hién nhirvng
chuyén déng qua da chiéu khéng gian va thoi gian. Nhivng hinh twong khi rd nét khi lai mo,
nhirng ky (rc da qua ddng hién véi chiém bao. Nang lwong dwoc hun dic, dén nén va tudn trao
trén mat tranh nhw nhirng dién canh trong gidc mo da cang phong rat 1au trong tam tri, gio day
duwoc tudn ra dé len 16i va l&p day moi khong gian réng. Mét cach ¢b tinh, nhirng tAm tranh hai
mat nay dugc treo xen k&, twa nhirng lat cat ky trc tao thanh mét mé 16 cla hinh twong va ao

canh.

Trai ngwoc véi mé cung day mau sac ctia Tuyén Nguyén, loat tranh son mai cia Tén That Minh
Nhat 1ang dong trén twdng, tao thanh chudi 6 ctra dan vao tam trang cia nghé si, dong diéu voi
vong tuan hoan hai mua mwa-nang, hai nira ngay-dém. Tiép ndi thanh cong cua trién 1am ca
nhan Time, llluminated (2024) tai Galerie BAQ, Paris, nghé si tiép tuc tai s dung cac tham
chiéu tir ngén ngi kién tric cla dén, dinh, va cong trinh hoang gia & x& Hué noi anh sinh sbng.
Gian lwoc di nhirng chi tiét ciu ky thwdng thay trén bé mat tranh son mai truyén thdng, nghé st
d&t trong tam do sau cla tirng chat son den, nhuw thé nguoi xem dang nhin vao mdt mét hé hun
hat. Béi véi Tén That Minh Nhat, thwe hanh son mai vira 1a mét nghi 18 thién, vira 1a cach anh
ghi lai nhixng chuyé&n déng clia méi trwdng xung quanh. Tén goi tirng tac phdm duwoc dat theo
16i wéc 1é ctia b hoa Trung Hoa shui-mo (7K £ / thiy mac), noi hinh &nh cua thién nhién dwoc

st dung nhw nhirng an du tinh té nham dién dat xdc cdm cla con nguoi.

Ky Thac Hw Khéng 1a mét hanh trinh cé6 muén 16i vao nhwng khéng héi két. Hai thwe hanh d&t
bén canh nhau nhw hai nlra am-dwong, twong phan ma hoan thién. Ngwdi xem tha minh vao
nhitng khodng tréng can thiét & ngdm vé sw luan chuyén vo tan cta nhan gian ma & dé con

ngudi chi la mot ton tai hivu han. Mot khéi dau khac sé lai dam chéi tv hw khong. ..

Vé nghé si

Toén That Minh Nhat (sinh nam 1982 tai Hué, Viét Nam) tét nghiép tir Trwerng Dai hoc My thuat

Hué vao ndm 2007. Tén tudi cia Minh Nhat trong 15 ndm qua gan lién véi chét liéu son ta, tir
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giai doan nghién ctru va trau ddi ky thuat truyén théng, dén cac thé nghiém két hop da chét liéu,
bién thwc hanh son mai thanh mét nghi & clia ca nhan anh. Qua do, anh phéng chiéu ky Gc va

ghi tac di san, dc biét 1a cac nét kién tric cd & Hué, noi anh sinh séng.

Sau 15 nadm vira thwec hanh vira nghién ctru, Minh Nhat van bi mé hoéc b&i tinh linh hoat va sw
mém déo ma son ta mang lai. Anh tiép tuc cudc phiéu lwu ctia minh nham kham pha cac kha
nang khac clia chét liéu nay, ghi tén minh vao danh sach cac nghé si thwc hanh son mai dwong

dai doc dao nhat Viét Nam.

M6t sb trién 1am gan day cta Tén That Minh Nhat bao gém: “Time, llluminated”, Galerie BAQ,
Paris, Phap (2024), “Hanoi Grapevine Selection”, Ha N6i & TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2023); Bong
Chi, MoT+++, TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2023); “Dreaming of a Foreign Land”, Mo Artspace, Ha N&i,
Viét Nam (2022); “N6 Cai Bum”, Hué, Viét Nam (2020); “Pray”, Indochine Palace, Hué, Viét
Nam (2016); “Tron Tron”, Hue Fine Art Museum, Hué, Viét Nam (2015); “Quady”, Then
Collective, Hué, Viét Nam (2014); “Chic mirng nam méi”, New Space Arts Foundation, Hué,
Vietnam (2013).

Tuyén Nguyén (sinh nam 1990 tai Thai Nguyén, Viét Nam ) tét nghiép khoa Héi hoa trwéng Dai
hoc My Thuat TP. HCM vao nam 2018. V&i anh, nghé thuat truvdc hét Ia mot sw giai thoat ca
nhan. Qua do6, ngwdi nghé si phan (ng lai véi nhirng sw kién dang dién ra hang ngay bén trong
va bén ngoai ho. Tac phdm la mét sw sang loc lai qua l&ng kinh cai t6i ca nhan bang ngdn nglv
thi giac. Chi dé& xuyén sudt cac tac phdm cla anh thwong xoay quanh nhirng van dé& moi
trwdng, dé thi hoa, gidc mo' va hinh anh con ngudi bé nhd, bi go bo, bat lyc trong vong xoay
clia xa hdi hién dai. Thwc hanh cta Tuyén &nh hwéng nhiéu tir trwéng phai biéu hién triru

twong, chi yéu Ia tranh vé st dung chéat liéu son dau, than va son mai.

Mot sb trién 1am gan day cta Tuyén Nguyén bao gdm: “Huyén Twong’, Huyén Art House,
TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2023); “Phé Hiéu Ky” Nguyen Art Foundation, TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2022);
“N6 Cai Bum” Pa Lat, Viét Nam (2022); “LOVE is not to be disappointed with...” MoT+++,
TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2022); “Manimal”, Craig Thomas Gallery, TP.HCM, Viét Nam (2020); ‘Solo
Sans Solo’, A. Farm, TP. HCM, Viét Nam (2019); ‘Muén loai binh dang’, A. Farm, TP. HCM,
Viét Nam (2018); ‘Young Art Biennale’, Bao tang My thuat TP. HCM, Viét Nam (2017).
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Vé ban té chirc

Don vi tb chirc

Wiking Salon la mét khéng gian trai nghiém nghé thuat toa lac tai trung tdm Thanh Phé Ho Chi
Minh, noi két ndi nhirtng ngudi ban, ddi tac co cung sé thich, sir mang va dam mé phat trién hé
sinh thai nghé thuat dwong dai Viét Nam.

Don vi déng té chire

Galerie BAQ do Lé Thién-Bdo va Quinnie SG Tan ddng sang lap, ra doi vao thang Tw nam
2023. Ndm & trung tdm cla Paris, Galerie BAQ (ng hd va boéi dudng cho nhirng thwe hanh
nghé thuat dwong dai tlr cac trung tdm sang tao bén ngoai phwong Tay, lam viéc trwc tiép va
hop tac véi cac nghé si cé lién két véi Dong Nam A va cong déng hai ngoai ctia ho & moi noi.
Ngoai ra, Galerie BAQ Iudn né lwc tim hiéu thém vé cac phwong thirc san xuét van hoa va sang
tao twong tac véi nhitng lich si va danh tinh phirc tap, tai twéng twong cac truyén théng va

thach thirc cac hé tw twdng thng tri.



