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Press Release

Group Exhibition “Giao bién” - “Traversing Realms”

Location: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyen Thi Minh Khai, Ward 6, District 3, Ho Chi Minh City
Exhibition date: December 23, 2023 - February 4, 2024

Opening: December 23, 2023, from 18:00 to 21:00, for invited guests

Exhibiting artists: Nguyen Thi Chau Giang, Nguyen Thuy Hang, Duong Thuy Duong,
Nguyen Quoc Dung

Visiting Hours: 09:00 - 18:00. The exhibition is free with a pre-registration link according to

the time frame to ensure an enjoyable viewing experience for viewers.

About the Exhibition:

The exhibition "Traversing Realms" is an exploration of concepts related to space and
boundaries in contemporary social contexts. Boundaries as explored here are not only
visible boundaries but also include invisible ideologies. With advanced technology, trade and
cultural integration through globalization, tangible limits have been overcome. The norms
and values of contemporary society are influenced by many different human-caused factors:
economics, politics, environment, modernization, popular culture, technology, etc. In a state
of uncertainty with boundaries that seem to constantly diminish and re-establish, between
tradition and innovation, between past and present, between center and periphery, between
real and virtual worlds, we unconsciously or consciously are caught up in the cycle of "the

new reality".

The exhibition starts with Nguyen Thuy Hang's paintings of vast landscapes with small
human forms in striking contrast. Here, the landscape becomes a portal to parallel realms
that invite the audience into her profound journey - a return to one’s self. The sense of
insignificance of human existence in the presence of nature is depicted in Hang's paintings,

with minimalist forms and a subdued palette that strips away real life’s excess.

Nguyen Thi Chau Giang's silk paintings contemplate the rhythm of life cycle embodied in
how the female bodies transcend overtime. Shredding layers of clothing to the nude bodies
also symbolize openness and freedom, while also demonstrating the inner strength of
women in modern society. Her paintings also represent the transition of generations, where
values and ideologies are balanced between preserving traditional customs and adapting to

change.
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Duong Thuy Duong's series of "avatar" paintings is the artist's tackling the subject of
transhumanism and at times, simulates the rich choices of individuals in modern life when
choosing to identify themselves in virtual realms. Her paintings also demonstrate the
penetration of popular culture and technology into modern society, while evoking the

question of whether there is a single “truth”.

Nguyen Quoc Dung's paintings provide poignant portraits of the everyday lives of
marginalized individuals within contemporary society. Through his frames, audiences are
presented with a window onlooking to the lives of the immigrants that are often unnoticed.
The subjects, often situated on the fringes of society, are positioned at the center of the
work, gazing directly at the onlookers. Through this unique perspective, the artwork compels

us to consider the experiences of immigrants and those struggling on the margins.

The exhibiting works reflect the intersection between different elements of contemporary
society. The works range from realism to abstraction, reflecting the transcendent nature of
the times we live in. The works of Nguyen Thuy Hang, Duong Thuy Duong, Nguyen Thi
Chau Giang and Nguyen Quoc Dung all raise the complex layers of human experience in a
constantly changing and unsettling world, and provide viewers with an insight into the nature

of life, helping them reflect on the existence of tangible and intangible aspects.

The exhibition includes 36 paintings with many materials: oil paint on canvas, watercolor and
ink on silk, watercolor on paper and charcoal on paper. The works were created in the period
from 2016 to 2023. This exhibition is also the publication of the largest silk work by artist

Nguyen Thi Chau Giang with a size of up to 2 meters.

About the artists:

Nguyen Thi Chau Giang (b. 1975, Hanoi), graduated from the oil painting department of
the Ho Chi Minh City University of Fine Arts in 1998. Her artistic practice encompasses
literature, painting, performance, and installation. Giang is proficient in traditional silk
painting techniques incorporating contemporary perspectives. Her artwork addresses the
traditional roles of gender and the changing place of women in Vietnamese patriarchal
society, as well as contemplates on the nature of lives, especially from women’s points of

view.

Nguyen Thuy hang (b. 1978, Ho Chi Minh City), is a visual artist, poet, and writer,
graduated from the Ho Chi Minh City University of Fine Arts in 2002, and is renowned for her
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talent in both literature and visual arts. With experiences growing up in post-war Vietham, as
well as training and working in the West and Vietnam, her writings are packed with mystical
and chaotic elements, which are also reflected in her paintings and sculptures, evoking a

sense of loneliness and isolation within the context of Vietnamese society.

Duong Thuy Duong (b.1979, Hanoi), graduated in 2009 from the Burg Giebichenstein
University of Art and Design in Germany. Currently living and working in Berlin, Germany,
Duong's art is a visual dialogue between Eastern and Western identities, culturally and
artistically. Her multi-layered oil paintings employ various techniques that create optical
illusions that raise questions about our beliefs in metaphysical theories on Creation,

Evolution, Love, Life and Death.

Nguyen Quoc Dung (b.1983, Dak Lak), currently living and working in Ho Chi Minh City,
graduated from the oil painting department of the Ho Chi Minh City University of Fine Arts in
2014. Dung’s artworks capture moments in time, offering a glimpse into everyday life and
depicting empathetic yet straightforward portraits of immigrants, transgender people, and
marginalized groups often ignored or excluded from society. Dung’s unconventional
depictions of characters go beyond the idealized beauty standards, portraying their slice of

life reality.

About Wiking Salon:

Wiking Salon is a space to connect friends and partners who share the same mission and

passion for developing the contemporary art ecosystem in Vietnam.
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THONG CAO BAO CHi

Trién Iam nhém “Traversing Realms - Giao Bién”

Dia Diém: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyé&n Thi Minh Khai, Phwéng 6, Quan 3, TP Hb Chi Minh
Ngay trién 1am: 23.12.2023 dén 04.02.2024 | 09:00 — 19:00

Khai mac: 23.12.2023, tir 18:00 dén 21:00, danh cho khach duwgc moi

Nghé si trién 1am: Nguyén Thi Chau Giang, Nguyén Thay Hang, Dwong Thuy Dwong,
Nguyén Quéc Diing

Th&i gian tham quan: 09:00 - 18:00. Trién 1am m& clra mién phi véi link d&ng ky truéc

theo khung gi® nhdm muc dich d&m bao trai nghiém thuwédng 1am cho ngudi xem.

Gii thiéu vé Trién lam:

Trién 1am "Giao bién" la mdt cudc kham pha vé cac khai niém lién quan dén bién trong bbi
canh xa héi dwong thoi. Bién & day khong chi la cac ranh gi¢i hiru hinh ma con bao ham
cac hé tw twdng vo hinh. V&i cdng nghé tién tién, giao thwong va héi nhap van hoéa théng
qua toan cau hoa, cac gidi han hiru hinh da bi vuot qua. Nhivng chudn muc va gia tri clia xa
héi dwong dai bi tac dong béi nhiéu yéu td khac nhau gay ra bdi con nguwdi: kinh té, chinh
tri, moi trwong, hién dai héa, van hoa dai ching, sw bung nd clia céng nghé, v.v. Trong trang
thai bat dinh v&i cac lan ranh gi¢i dwong nhw lién tuc x6a mé va tai lap, gitra truyén théng
va ddi mai, gitka qua kht va hién tai, gitra trong tam va ngoai vi, gitra thé gidi thuc va ao,

con ngwdi bi cudn vao vong xoay clia “thwc tai méi” mét cach vé thire hay y thire.

S& dung dwdng chan troi 1am diém xuét phat, Nguyén Thiay Hang moi ching ta tham gia
vao mét cudc hanh trinh sau séc, noi thién nhién dbi thoai véi trai nghiém ctia con ngudi va
phong canh tré thanh clra ngd dan dén cac cdi song song. Cam giac tich liéu cla ton tai nho
bé clia con nguoi véi thién nhién trong tranh c6 la sw trd vé véi coi ngudn ban thé, vai tao
hinh va pa-lét tdi gidn nhw thé got di nhitng chap niém khén kham dé nhe bwdc thénh

thang.

Nhip nhang v&i mwc nhudm va mau nwéc theo |ép lang trén nén lua, Nguyén Thi Chau
Giang chiém nghiém vé chu ky séng cla tw nhién va thé gi¢i quan cta phu nir. Loai bd xiém
y, hinh twong khda than goi nhé sy mong manh va thuan khiét ctia phu nir A Béng, déng
thoi twong trweng cho sw c&i mé, phéng khoang va tw do nham boc & stirc manh ndi tai cia
ho trong x& hdi hién dai. Déi dién véi banh xe thoi gian, s trung l&p trong tao hinh tai hién
s chuyén giao cta thé hé, noi cac gia tri va y thirc hé duwoc can bang gira viéc gin gil

thuan phong my tuc song song véi viéc cai tién hoi nhap.
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Cac hinh dai dién “avatar” ciia Dwong Thuy Dwong mé phdng sy lwa chon phong phu cla
ca nhan méi ngudi trong cudc séng hién dai khi chon loc dinh danh “céi tdi hoan hao” cla
ban than trén mét chiéu khdng gian méi. Déi dién véi vién canh van héa dai ching va cong
nghé da thdm sau vao cudc séng, nhirng hinh twong phéng chiéu dwoc thay ddi véi nhiéu
dinh dang, nhiéu muc dich khac nhau x6a m& ranh gi¢i gitra thuc va ao; dong thdi goi lén

cau hdi “liéu co6 su ton tai clia sy that duy nhat”.

Trong khi d6, cha thé trong tranh cla Nguy&n Quéc Diing lai 1a Iat cat cla cudc séng doi
thwéng clia nhivng ngudi bi gat ra ngoai 1& ciia xa hdi hién dai. Anh déng khung cac khoanh
khac cho chung ta nhin thy cudc séng thwdng bi ngé lo ctia nhivng ngwdi nhap cw. Khung
tranh cla anh Ia I&ng kinh tryc dién budc khan gia phai dbi méat, ddng thoi lai cé sw hoan déi
cta chu thé khi chinh nhirtng nguwdi & ria xa hdi, tré thanh trung tdm cla tac phadm va dang

nhin cham cham lai ngu®i xem.

Céc tac pham trwng bay tai trién 1am phan anh sy giao thoa gitra cac yéu td khac nhau cla
xa hdi dwong dai. Cac tac pham trdi dai tlr hién thwc, do &nh dén trivu twong, phan anh
trang thai chénh vénh dac trung cla thdi dai ching ta dang séng. Nhirng tac phdm cula
Nguyén Thuy Hang, Dwong Thuy Duwong, Nguyén Thi Chau Giang va Nguyén Quéc Diing
déu lam day 1&én nhirng tang I&p phirc tap cla trai nghiém con ngudi trong thé gi¢i dang dbi
thay lién tuc, va cung cap cho ngu®i xem mét cai nhin sau sac vé ban chét cla cudc sbng,

giup ho phan anh sy tdn tai cua nhirng thir hiru hinh va v hinh trong cudc séng.

Trién 1am bao gébm 36 tac pham tranh véi nhiéu chét liéu: son dau trén toan, mau nwéc va
muwc trén lya, mau nwéc trén gidy va chi than trén gidy. Cac tadc pham dwoc sang tac trong
giai doan tr 2016 dén 2023. Trién 1am 1an nay ciing la 1an céng b tac phadm lua véi kich

thwéc I6n nhéat ctia hoa st Nguyén Thi Chau Giang véi kich thuéc [én dén 2 mét.

Vé nghé si trién 1am:

Nguyén Thi Chau Giang (s.1975) tai Ha Noi va tét nghiép chuyén nganh tranh son diu tai
Pai hoc My Thuat Tp. H6 Chi Minh ndm 1998. Thwc hanh nghé thuat cia c6 bao gébm van
chwong, hdi hoa, biéu dién va sap dat. Chau Giang trung thanh véi ky thuat vé lua truyén
théng nhiéu I&p cla cac danh hoa, déng thoi théi lan gid dwong dai, méi mé va phoéng
khoang. Ngén ngir nghé thuat ctia cd dé cap dén vai tro truyén thdng clia gi¢i va sy thay doi

ctia phu ni trong bdi canh x& hdi phu hé tai Viét Nam.
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Nguyén Thiy Hang (s.1978) tai Tp. H6 Chi Minh, 1a mét nghé si thi giac, nha tho va nha
van, tét nghiép Dai hoc My Thuat Tp. H6 Chi Minh ndm 2002. Nguyé&n Thuay Hang tinh théng
ca vé van chuong va nghé thuat thi giac, véi trai nghiém I&n 18n & Viét Nam théi hau chién,
va qua trinh tu nghiép va thuwc hanh & phwong Tay va Viét Nam. Tam tw tir nhirng dong van
ma co | tac gia dwoc t6 diém bdi yéu td huyén bi va hén loan, phan anh I&n ca nhirng blrc
tranh va tac pham diéu khac clia c6 mdt cdm giac cd doc clia than phan con ngudi trong xa

hoi Viét Nam tiém can vé&i thé gidi.

Dwong Thuy Dwong (s.1979) tai Ha Nai, tét nghiép Dai hoc My thuat va thiét ké Burg
Giebichenstein - CHLB B¢ nam 2009; hién séng va lam viéc & Berlin, CHLB Btrc. Thu
hwdng nén van héa va my thuat cia hai quéc gia, nghé thuat thj giac ctia Thuy Dwong luén
la cudc dbi thoai clia clia ban séc, y niém Déng phwong va Tay phwong. Nhitng tac phdm
son dau cha cd an nhiéu tang I6p, véi nhiéu ky thuat dwoc xt ly tao nén hiéu ng do giac
déu mang lai cdm giac nhw dang thdc mac vé niém tin cia con ngwdi ching ta vao nhirng

cau chuyén siéu hinh nhv Sang tao, Tién héa, Tinh yéu, Sw séng va Cai chét.

Nguyén Quéc Diing (s.1983) tai DakLak, hién sdng va lam viéc tai Tp. H6 Chi Minh. Quéc
Diing tét nghiép chuyé&n nganh tranh son dau tai Dai hoc My Thuat Tp. HCM ndm 2014. Tac
phadm cta Québc Diing déng khung lai nhirng khoanh khac, mé& ra mét ctra s6 nhin vao cudc
sbng hang ngay, khac hoa chan dung day cadm théng nhung truc dién cla nhitng nguoi
nhap cw hay chuyén gidi, ctia nhirng nhém bi gat sang &, thwdng hay bi ngé lo trong x& hoi.
Tao hinh nhan vat clia anh hoan toan khéng theo chudn muc vé dep ly twdng, mé ta chan

thwe va phan anh cudc séng thuc té trong nhivng lat cat thdi gian ngung dong.

Vé Wiking Salon:

Wiking Salon 1a m6t khéng gian trai nghiém nghé thuat, 1a noi gap g& va két ndi ciia nhirng
ngwdi ban cé cung gu, cling s& thich va ciing dam mé. Pay la khéng gian dé trwng bay, giao
lwu nhitng sé@n pham, tdc phdm nghé thuat cling nhw trinh dién cac chuwong trinh v& am
nhac, thoi trang va dm thuec.

Ngoai ra Wiking Salon Centec con la “phong khach” dung dé tiép don va chiéu dai déi tac

cua cac thanh vién thuéc Wiking Private Club.



