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PRESS RELEASE

BENEATH DEEP RIVERS, FIELDS SUBMERGED
A solo exhibition by Ca Le Thang

Wiking Salon is honored to present the solo exhibition Beneath Deep Rivers, Fields

Submerged by Ca Lé Thang, curated by L& Thién Bao.

Location: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyen Thi Minh Khai, Ward 6, District 3, Ho Chi Minh City
Exhibition Dates: December 14, 2024 - January 19, 2025

Opening: December 13, 2024, from 18:00 to 21:00

Visiting Hours: 09:00 - 18:00 (Thursday - Sunday)

Exhibiting Artist: Ca Lé Thang

Curator: Lé Thién Bao

The exhibition is free and open to the public, with prior registration to ensure an optimal

viewing experience.

Preface:

At 75 years old, Ca L& Thang appears to be in the prime of his creative career. From
2021 to 2023, he held two critically acclaimed solo exhibitions in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City, featuring his series: Floating Season. Both events received widespread recognition
and praise from the art professionals. Not merely a continuation of his most recent
works, Beneath Deep Rivers, Fields Submerged offers viewers a succinct narrative of
Ca L& Théng's artistic evolution. Featuring more than 20 works spanning various

periods from 1991 to the present, the exhibition traces his creative journey.

Born in the South and relocating to the North at the age of six, still, Ca L& Théng vividly
recalls the feeling of water rising overnight during the floating season. The vast Mekong
Delta landscape is submerged under water. The exhibition evokes the region’s unique

character, much like writer Son Nam described in The Buffalo Grazing Season:
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“Mount Ba Thé to one side, Mount C4m ahead, Mount Séc and Mount Dét

across—once poetically majestic, now appear small and flattened in the vast

expanse of water and sky.”
For Ca L& Théng, the floating season is a symbolic representation of memory rather
than a literal subject. Through his works, he embarks on a contemplative journey,
reconciling the shadows of war, longing for home, and overcoming personal loss. In the
past, we saw him navigating through the chaos of his inner world. Now, in his latest
works created between 2023 and 2024, the landscapes not only transform magically on
the surface but also reveal Ca Lé Thang's intense brushwork—an outcome of over three
decades of layering, scraping, pounding, and reapplying. These forms have now

dissolved into the essence of his very being.

Gone are the influences of Joan Mird, Picasso, or Mark Rothko. Ca L& Théng has

forged his own distinct artistic language.

“The Floating Season series has gradually shed unnecessary details,
revealing the essential forms of a fertile, vibrant field... Compared to the
October 2022 exhibition in Hanoi, what we see now is no longer fragmented
depictions but bold, powerful strokes—the strength of the artist himself, fully
embodying his emotional depth and the lingering sorrows that have awaited

their manifestation on canvas.” — Nguyén Trung, 2023

The exhibition also features archival materials from Ca L& Thang’'s dynamic years with
the Group of 10 Artists (1989-1996), shedding light on his pivotal role in the history of
Vietnamese art, particularly his contributions to the revival of abstract art practices in

Vietnam following the D&i M&i period.

(Excerpt from the curatorial essay by Lé Thién Bao, December 2024)
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About the Artist
Ca Lé Thang was born in 1949, spent his childhood in Ddng Thap Muoi resistance
zone, Vietnam. After the Geneva Accords were signed in 1954, he moved with his

family to Hanoi in 1955 as part of the national regrouping program.

In Hanoi, he began studying painting at the age of 13 under his first teacher, artist Diép
Minh Chau. From 1963 to 1970, he studied at the Vietnam College of Fine Arts.
Immediately after graduation, he was appointed as a lecturer in the Intermediate
Program at the Vietnam College of Fine Arts from 1971 to 1972. Later, he pursued a
university-level program at the same institution from 1972 to 1976. During his studies,
he received guidance from renowned artists such as Tran Huy Oanh, Tran Lwu Hau,

and Giang Hwong, among others.

Ca Lé Thang’s father served as the Director of the Social Sciences Library in Hanoi.
This connection allowed him early access to a variety of books, documents, and
information from foreign sources and Southern Vietnam during the early 1970s. Despite
studying art within the Socialist Realism educational framework, he developed an early
curiosity and began experimenting with Cubism in 1975, gradually transitioning to
Abstract during the 80s.

After Vietnam's reunification, Ca L& Thang returned to Southern Vietnam in 1976, where
he served as a lecturer at the Ho Chi Minh City University of Fine Arts until 1988. From
1988 to 2000, he was the Permanent Deputy General Secretary of the Ho Chi Minh City

Fine Arts Association.

Since his graduation, he has consistently participated in numerous art exhibitions of
various scales within Vietnam. During his most prolific period, from the late 1980s to
2000, he exhibited internationally at venues such as the Fujita Venté Museum (Tokyo,
Japan), the Metropolitan Museum of Manila (Manila, Philippines), and other

exhibitions in Switzerland, South Korea, Singapore, and more.
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As a member of the Group of 10 (Nguyén Trung, Dao Minh Tri, Ca Lé Thang, Nguyén
Tan Cuong, B6 Hoang Twdng, Tran Van Thao, Hra Thanh Binh, Nguyén Trung Tin,
Vi Ha Nam, Nguyén Thanh Binh), he regularly showcased his works at the “Recent
Works” group exhibitions from 1989 to 1995, contributing to the revival of abstract
painting throughout the country. Additionally, alongside Nguyén Trung, he co-founded
and managed the Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Journal, an influential publication
released from 1991 to 1996.

For his significant contributions to Vietnamese art, he received numerous awards from
the Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Association and the Vietham Fine Arts Association.
His works have been preserved in the collections of the Vietham Museum of Fine
Arts, the Ho Chi Minh City Museum of Fine Arts, and the Quang San Art Museum.

About the Curator

Lé Thién Bao divides her time between Ho Chi Minh City and Paris. Since 2010, her
curatorial practice has been exploring the best ways to promote contemporary art in
Southeast Asia by raising awareness and connecting artists and their communities. In
2023, Lé Thién Bao established Galerie BAO in Paris. More than just a commercial
gallery, BAO serves as a bridge connecting art collections, production funds, and
working closely with artists to realize significant projects. In a short period, BAO has
successfully built connections with the Han Nefkens Foundation, SAM Fund for Art and
Ecology, MUSEION, Nguyen Art Foundation, The Outpost, and various other private

collections.

About the Organiser
Wiking Salon is an interactive art space, connecting like-minded friends and partners

with a mission and passion for developing the contemporary art ecosystem in Vietnam.
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THONG CAO BAO CHi

PONG CHIiM DAY NUOC

Trién I1am ca nhan cGa Ca Lé Thang

Wiking Salon han hanh dwoc gi¢i thiéu véi cong ching trién 1am ca nhan cia Ca Lé

Thang: Péng Chim Bdy Nwérc, do Lé Thién Bao giam tuyén.

Dija diém: Wiking Salon, 72 Nguyé&n Thi Minh Khai, Phwéng 6, Quan 3, Tp. HCM

Ngay trién 1am: 14.12..2024 - 19.01.2025

Khai mac: 13.12.2024, tir 18:00 dén 21:00

The&i gian tham quan: 09:00 - 18:00 (Th Nam - Cha Nhat)

Nghé si trién 1am: Ca Lé Thang

Giam tuyén: Lé Thién Béo

Trién 1am m& clra mién phi véi link dang ky trwdc theo khung gie» nham muc dich dam

bao trai nghiém thuwdng lam cho nguwoi xem.

Loi dan:

O tudi 75, nghé si Ca Lé Thang dwdng nhw dang & giai doan sung strc nhat cta trong
sy nghiép. Lién tiép tr ndm 2021-2023, 6ng da cé hai trién 1am ca nhan & Ha Noi va
TP. H6 Chi Minh, v&i loat tranh Mua nuéc néi. Ca hai sy kién déu dwoc gidi chuyén
mén dén nhan néng nhiét va dwoc danh gia cao. Khong chi tiép dién mach sang tac
gan day, trién 1am Péng Chim Péy Nuwéc mang dén cho ngudi xem mot dan nhap suc
tich vé tién trinh phat trién trong ngén ngir nghé thuat ciia Ca L& Théng, qua hon 20 tac

pham thudc nhiéu giai doan, trai dai tv 1991 dén nay.

Theo gia dinh tap két ra Bac luc 6 tudi, vdy ma Ca Lé Thang van nhé nhw in cdm giac
khi tay buéng théng dwéi mé giwdng, cham vao nwéc séng da dang Ién ménh méng chi
sau mot dém trong mua nwéc ndi. Mua nay, phong cdnh mién Tay phang li nhw mét cai

sa ban, nhu nha van Son Nam mé ta trong truyén ngén Mua Len Trau “Nui Ba Thé bén



WIKING SALON

nay, nui Cam truéc méat, hon Séc, hon Pét bén kia binh thuong xem hung vi, tho mdng

thi nay tré thanh le te, bé bong trong canh bao la troi nwéc.”

Can hiéu mua nuwée néi la mét dai dién cla ky e, khéng phai déi twong dwoc dic ta.
Ca Lé Thang nwong theo dong nwéc dé tha nhip tdm thirc, hoa gidi véi nhivng am anh
chién tranh, nguéi ngoai ndi nhé qué nha, dirng day sau nhirng mat mat ca nhan. Néu
trwdc kia, ta nhin thay éng len 18i trong hén mang tam thirc, thi gid’ day trong loat tranh
mé&i nhat dwoc sang tac tlr 2023-2024, khung canh khoéng chi bién dbi ky ao trén bé
mat, ma con hién 16 ra but phap manh liét cia Ca Lé Théng, két qua cta hon ba thap

ky chat, bép, dap, phd, 1ap. Hinh, nay da hoa tan thanh than phan cta 6ng.

Khéng con bong dang ctia Joan Mird, Pablo Picasso hay Mark Rothko, Ca Lé Thang da

tim ra dwo'c ngdn ngir riéng ctia minh.

“Mua Nwée Nbi - dan dan da roi rung nhiing chi tiét vé bé dé réi ngay cang, ngay
cang té 16 nhitng hinh dang cét 16i cia mét canh déng phi nhiéu day sirc séng...
So vé&i trién 1dm théng 10/2022 & Ha Noi, gior day truéc mét ching ta khéng con
la swr mé ta vun vat ma la nhirng nhat but manh mé, la strec manh cua ban than
nguoi hoa sy, tron ven tadm thé cua anh, cta niém u an da deo dang, theo anh dé

chuc ché mét ngay duroc hién dién trén khung bé.” - Nguyén Trung, 2023

Cung véi cac tu liéu vé giai doan hoat ddng ndng nd clia 6ng cing Nhém 10 Nguwoi
(Nguyén Trung, Ca Lé Théng, BPao Minh Tri, Nguyén Tan Cuwong, D6 Hoang Twdng,
Tran Van Thao, Hlra Thanh Binh, Nguyén Trung Tin, Vi H4 Nam, Nguyé&n Thanh Binh)
tr 1989-1996, trién 1am mong muén mé ra mdt goc nhin khac vé vai trd cia Ca Lé
Théng trong lich str nghé thuat, dac biét la trong céng cudc vyc day thwe hanh Triru

Twong tai Viét Nam sau D6i M.

(trich doan tir bai viét giam tuyén ca Lé Thién Bao, thang 12, 2024)
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Vé nghé sy

Ca Lé Thang sinh nam 1949, trai qua tudi tho' & chién khu Dong Thap Muwdi. Sau khi
hiép dinh Genéve dwoc ky vao nam 1954, 6ng theo gia dinh ra Ha Néi tap két nam
1955.

O Ha Noi, 6ng bat dau hoc vé tr ndm 13 tudi, véi ngudi thay dau tién 1a hoa si Diép
Minh Chau. T 1963 dén 1970, dng theo hoc Trwdng Cao dang My thuat Viét Nam.
Ngay sau khi tét nghiép, éng dwoc bd nhiém la gidng vién Hé Trung cép, Trudng Cao
dang My thuat Viéet Nam tr 1971 dén 1972. Sau do, ciing tai Trwdng Cao dang My
thuat Viét Nam 6ng theo hoc hé Dai hoc tir 1972 dén 1976. Trong subt qua trinh hoc
tap, Ca Lé Thang duwoc sy huwéng dan cia cac hoa si Tran Huy Oanh, Tran Lwu Hau

va Giang Hwong, v.v.

Cha cla Ca Lé Thang la Giam déc Thuw vién Khoa hoc xa hoi (Ha Néi), nher vay 1a tr
dau nhirng ndm 70, 6ng da co dip tiép xuc véi nhiéu sach vé, tw liéu va thong tin tiy
nwdc ngoai cling nhw tr mién Nam dwa ra. Nh& vay, du hoc nghé thuat dwdi nén gido
duc X& hoi Chi nghia, 6ng da sém td mod va thtr nghiém véi Lap Thé tir nam 1975, dan

dan chuyén sang Triru Twong vao cubi thap nién 80.

Sau ngay thdng nhat, Ca L& Thang tr& lai mién Nam vao nam 1976 véi vai trd gidng
vién Trwong Pai hoc My thuat TP. HCM, dén ndm 1988. Giai doan 1988 dén 2000 6ng
la Pho Téng thu ky thuwong trec Hoi My thuat TP.HCM.

Ké tir khi tot nghiép, 6ng lién tuc tham gia céac trién 1am my thuat nhiéu quy md & trong
nwéc. Giai doan ndng dong nhat tlr cudi nhirng nam 80 dén 2000, 6ng tham gia nhiéu
trién 1am & nwéc ngoai, trong d6 cé Fujita Venté Museum (Tokyo, Japan) va
Metropolitan Museum of Manila (Manila, Philippines) va céc trién Iam khac & Thuy S,

Han Quéc, Singapore, V.v.

Cung véi Nhém 10 Ngwei (Nguyén Trung, Dao Minh Tri, Ca Lé Thang, Nguyén Tén
Cuwong, P4 Hoang Twong, Tran Van Thao, Hra Thanh Binh, Nguyén Trung Tin, Vi Ha
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Nam, Nguy&n Thanh Binh), tr 1989-1995, éng déu dan trung bay tai chudi trién 1am
nhém “Recent Works”, goép phan khéi dong lai phong trao vé triru twong trén ca nuéc.
Bén canh do, cung v&i Nguyén Trung, 6ng doéng sang lap va van hanh Tap Chi My
Thuat TP. H6 Chi Minh, mét 4n ban quan trong dwoc phat hanh tlr nam 1991-1996.

V&i nhitng cdng hién quan trong cho nghé thuat Viét Nam, éng tirng nhan nhiéu tang
thwédng cla H6i My thuat TP.HCM, Hoéi My thuat Viét Nam. Cac tac phdm cla 6ng
sém duoc lwu gilk trong bd swu tap cia Bao tang My thuat Viét Nam, Bao tang My
thuat TP. H6 Chi Minh va Bao tang Nghé thuat Quang San.

Vé giam tuyén

Lé Thién Bao sbng va lam viéc gitra Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh va Paris. Tr ndm 2010,
thwec hanh giam tuyén clia c6 tap trung vao viéc kham pha nhirng phwong thirc hiéu
qua nhét dé cong ching dé dang tiép can nghé thuat dwong dai & Pong Nam A, déng
thdi xay dwng két ndi gitra cac cong ddng nghé thuat. L& Thién Bao thanh lap Galerie
BAO tai Paris vao ndm 2023. Khéng chi 1a mét gallery thwong mai, BAO con la cau nbi
gilra cac bd swu tap, quy san xuat va sat canh cung nghé si dé thyc hién cac dy an
quan trong. Trong thdi gian ngan, BAO da két ndi thanh cong véi Han Nefkens
Foundation, SAM Fund for Art and Ecology, MUSEION, Nguyen Art Foundation,

The Outpost, va nhiéu bd swu tap tw nhan khac.

Vé ban t6 chirc
Wiking Salon la mét khaéng gian trai nghiém nghé thuat, noi két ndi nhivng ngudi ban,
dbi tac c6 cung s mang va dam mé phat trién hé sinh thai nghé thuat dwong dai Viét

Nam.



